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Sarah Landsberg, 21, of Mukilteo, Washington, is a self-professed travel 

bug and culture buff who credits her studies abroad with ECLEE in 

2009 for her chosen major of communications and cultural studies at 

Evergreen State College in Olympia, Washington. In a recent interview, 

Landsberg explains how one of ECLEE’s study abroad programs in France 

sharpened her career focus, instilled important values, and provided her 

with the best experience of all her overseas travel and education.

What made you decide to try ECLEE? Did you consider other programs?

I’d traveled abroad before. When I went to England, it was taught by 
Americans. It was a waste of my money; I could have stayed at home. 
With ECLEE, we were taught by people who actually lived and worked in 
France. It was a perfect fit.

What experiences have you had with ECLEE? Where did you visit?

It really allowed us to interact and have a good experience. Dr. 
Mahamouda Salouhou brought French students into our class. They got 
to practice our language, and we got to practice theirs. We went out with 
them every night during the last week. We also went to Paris and Brussels 
for a day, and I visited Monet’s house and gardens in Giverny on my own.

How has being an ECLEE participant changed you?

Initially I did not want to do cultural studies. Now I’d love to work as 
a journalist in another country. I have a lot of respect for travel. I have 
learned more from my experiences than from sitting in a classroom. I do 
not learn being lectured at. If I get to experience it myself, I am much 
more engaged.

Would you recommend ECLEE to others thinking about studying abroad?

I think ECLEE really has their students’ best interest at heart. At ECLEE you 
experience a different type of class. People from the fields of business, 
healthcare, education, and the government all came in and talked to us. 
That was really nice—it was definitely worth it in the sense that I did not 
feel like it was something I could have gotten here in America.

What makes ECLEE different from its competitors?

I know from going through two other study abroad programs that my 
experience with ECLEE was the best. I learned more in two weeks in 
France than I learned in three months in London.

What is essential for today’s students to become tomorrow’s leaders?

They need to look outside of their culture at what else is going on. As 
Americans, we feel a sense of entitlement, but that is not the case in 
reality. Even in Western Europe, there is enough of a cultural difference 
that you have to actually try—not be in a “gold star” mentality.

insightstudy abroad in france

ECLEE
5 Résidence Citeaux
Avenue Mormal
Parc St-Maur 59000
Lille, France

Office  +33 3 20 06 17 30
Fax     +33 3 20 55 33 60

www.eclee.eu
contact@eclee.eu

Learning that 
takes you places.


